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AQUA-LIT project

AQUA-LIT is an EASME-EMFF funded project that aims at providing the aquaculture sector with
a sustainable toolbox of innovative ideas and methodologies to address the 3 main
components of marine littering: prevention & reduction, monitoring & quantification, and

removal & recycling.

To fulfill this mission, we will be
working face-to-face with aquaculture
farmers in three regional Learning
Labs: at the Mediterranean basin, the
North Sea and the Baltic Sea regions.
In parallel, we will identify and cluster
existing, upcoming and already
implemented tools on marine littering,
and we will further develop a platform
and an app for providing the ‘Tide
against marine litter toolbox’.

Lastly, we will ‘scale up the tide’ by
developing the ‘policy for less litter’
set of recommendations, by
showcasing the ‘funding a wave of
solutions’ available for the sector and
by coming up with a transferability
plan for outermost regions.

Through this, we expect to help all
stakeholders from the aquaculture
chain to increase the understanding,
awareness and availability of solutions,
so a potential transformation of the
aquaculture sector towards a less
polluting sector can become possible.
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1. Executive Summary

This document presents the promotional and public outreach campaigns carried out along the
first half period of the project (M1-12). These campaigns were launched to increase visibility
and awareness among the targeted audience groups and the general public, exploiting the
latest trends and functions of social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn), utilising
visually appealing graphic design, and disseminating among the partners networks. The first
campaing was dedicated to the project launch and the second to the Learning Labs. Outreach
and invoviment of the general public has been always ensured by regular posting on social
media and through a periodic newsletter. The development of the campaigns and outreach
content is under Subtasks 6.3.1 and 6.3.2, and is strictly following the AQUA-LIT visual identity
guideliens (Deliverable 6.1).

2. Promotional campaigns

Campaigns are a very important part of the project, since they are often one of the best way to
interact and engage with targeted stakeholders and reach out the general public. Along the
first 12 months of the project, two online promotional campaigns were carried out: project
launch campaign and Learnig Labs campaing.

Project launch campaign

The AQUA-LIT project launch campaign was carried out along Month1 (Janaury 2019) with the
aim of maximising visibility of the project’s existence and objectives, and start to create an
online community of followers in the social media. Facebook post reached 500 people and got
25 engagments. Twitter post got 4,185 impressions, 69 engagments, 24 likes and 12 retweets.
Instagram post had 18 likes and reached 58 people, and this was the first post published on our
Instagram account. It is important to mention that these results are organic, and no paid
promotion was carried out.

Target groups: general public, aguaculture community, industry players, policy makers, NGOs,
imporant networks (e.g. AQUACULTURE ADVISORY COUNCIL - AAC)

Main contet conveyed: project’s objectives, partners involved in AQUA-LIT, future activities of
the projects.

Channels:

» AQUA-LIT Social media channels — Facebook, Instagram, Twetter, YouTube

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
EASME/EMFF/2017/1.2.1.12/52/04/512.789391.



Posts with appealing design were shared throuhout AQUA-LIT social media channels, inviting
the audience to visit the new AQUA-LIT website, learn about the project aim and future plans

and follow AQUA-LIT social media.
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pic.twitter.com/W9glxn1sgT Media engagements 14
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Link clicks 2
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Figure 2 Numbers of engagement in Twitter for the post about project launch

» AQUA-LIT Website blogposts
A dedicated blogpost on the project launch was published in the AQUA-LIT website
(https://aqua-lit.eu/news/4/aqua-lit-new-eu-project-on-marine-litter). The project Kick
of Meeting was done in Monthl, and a dedicated promotion blogpost was also
published in the website (https://aqua-lit.eu/news/12/let-s-kick-agqua-lit).

» Partners Newsletter
EurOcean monthly Newsletter reaches 6000 marine and not marine related audience
in Europe. An article dedicated to the AQUA-LIT project launch was send with the
January 2019 edition. Project launch was also promoted in the VLIZ newsletter VLIZINE.
Links: Vliz newsletter: http://www.vliz.be/docs/vlizine/vl 20 2.htm#3.1,
EurOcean Newsletter:
http://www.eurocean.org/np4/%7BSclientServletPath%7D/?newsld=965&fileName=E
urOcean Newsletter January 2018.pdf

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
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Figure 3: AQUA-LIT dedicated article in the partners newsletter

» Partners social media
Posts promoting the launch of AQUA-LIT project were disseminated among partners’
social media and websites (in order of screenshots below:EurOcean,|EQ, FRCT, VLIZ)
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Excited to host our partners and officially kick off our project! #aquaculture
#MarinelLitter #BlueEconomy #Food2030 #EMFF

Q T V)

>

< Tweet

f Lisa Devriese ™
s @LisaDevriese

AQUA-LIT, nieuw Europees project rond preventie en
bestrijding van marien afval uit de Aquacultuursector
&€ & f ('\')#MarineLitter #Aquaculture @aqua_lit
@CompendiumVliz @WoordvoerderlV @EU_EASME
aquacultuurvlaanderen.be/aqua-lit-nieuw...

403 PM - Feb 8, 2019 - Twitter Web Client

4 Retweets 12 Likes

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
EASME/EMFF/2017/1.2.1.12/52/04/512.789391.



< Tweet

R Lisa Devriese 43
@LisaDevriese

Kick-off meeting of the @aqua_lit project! #Budapest
#MarineLitter #Aquaculture #BlueEconomy | Project
partners: @jmeesvliz @GeoEnvTech @eurocean_found
@PlaneteNAUSICAA @sPro_Berlin @IEOQoceanografia
#FRCT Let's start!

Figure 4:posts on project launch on partners social network channels

» Partners websites

AQUA-LIT parnters published information, news and articles about the project launch
on their websites, specifically:

VLIZ (http://vliz.be/en/news?p=show&id=6735;
http://vliz.be/imis?module=project&proid=4927)

EurOcean (http://www.eurocean.org/np4/944.html;
http://www.eurocean.org/np4/1106.html)

s.PRO (,http://2018.sustainable-projects.eu.w010ccc5.kasserver.com/18-
uncategorised/news/general-news/35-watch-how-the-aqua-lit-project-helps-to-avert-
the-discarding-of-marine-litter; http://2018.sustainable-
projects.eu.w010ccc5.kasserver.com/projects)

FRCT (http://frct.azores.gov.pt/en/project/aqua-lit/)

Geonardo (https://geonardo.com/projects/aqua-lit)

IEO (http://www.ba.ieo.es/es/investigacion/grupos-de-
investigacion/impactsea/proyectos/2261-aqua-lit-preventive-measures-for-averting-
the-discarding-of-litter-in-the-marine-environment-from-the-aquaculture-industry-
2019-2020)

Nausicaa: website on migration progress

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
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Preventive Measures for Averting the Discarding of Litter in the Marine Environment from the Aquaculture
Industry

AQUA-LIT AQUA-LIT s a project funded under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund that responds to the need of
increasing capacity building and networking for a sustainable use of the sea basins in the EU. More
specifically, AQUA-LIT was born out of a desire for action on two major factors: the staggering rapid
increase of marine litter in the Ocean, and the boost of the aquaculture sector both at an EU level and

01.012019 worldwide. Put simple, with an expansion of the aquaculture sector we don't want an increase on the marine
. debris.
31122020 Thus, AQUA-LIT aims at providing the aquaculture sector with a sustainable toolbox of innovative ideas and

methodologles to address the 3 main components to tackle marine litiering: prevention & reduction,
monitoring & quantification, and removal & recycling. To fulfll this mission, we will be working face-to-face
with aquaculture farmers in three regional Learning Labs: in the Mediterranean basin, the North Sea and the
Baltic Sea regions. In parallel, we will identify and cluster existing. upcoming and already implemented tools on
marine littering, and we will further develop a platform and an app to provide the *Tide against marine litter
toolbox’

561,250

EASME-EMFF

https:/ faqua-

Lastly, ill ‘scale up the tide through a 4-step process: (1) by developing the ‘policy for less litter’ set of
recommendations; (2) by compiling the ‘funding a wave of solutions’, the available funding opportunities for
the sector to tackle marine litter; (3) by creating a transferability plan for outermost regions which will scale-
up the toolbox to other geographical sea basins; and (4) the ‘AQUA-LIT exploitation plan’, that will provide
long-term sustainability of the toolbox after the project's life. Through this, we expect to help all stakeholders
from the aquaculture chain o increase the understanding, awareness and availability of solutions, so a
potential transformation of the aquaculture sector towards a less polluting sector can become possible.

Geonardo website

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
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Figure 5: AQUA-LIT articles on partners websites

» Conferences

The project launch was presented at the Blue Invest in the Mediterranean

2019" meeting in Malta the 24th of January 2019 (https://aqua-lit.eu/news/14/aqua-
lit-at-blue-invest-mediterranean).

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
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Material:

» AQUA-LIT Video
Videos are one of the best tools for informing the public in a catchy and easy way.
AQUA-LIT promotional video describes with cartoon-style technique the general aim of
the project, marine litter harm and the approach of the project for tackling this issue.
The video has been promoted in AQUA-LIT and partners social media.
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» AQUA-LIT Flyer & poster

An informative booklet style flyer and a poster were developed to present the AQUA-
LIT project and its objectives to a broad audience. These materials were designed to be
eye-catching and easy to be read. In terms of content they contain the general
description of the project, the approach, the aim and the main phases to reach the

objectives. Flyers were disseminated by partners and the poster was exibited in several
conferences partners attended. Flyers and posters are still used by the partners to keep
widening the AQUA-LIT community.

Consortium

[ Y———— r 4
@ FF @ ‘
940‘:-uq
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aqu box
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To fulfill this mission, we will be working face-to-face
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Figure 7: AQUA-LIT flyer and Poster

Learning Labs campaign

Learning Labs are crucial for ensuring revelant outcomes of AQUA-LIT project, being the best
way to collaborate with aquaculture stakehodler and receive their inputs and ideas. A Learning
Lab campaign was carried out during Month 9 (September 2019) aiming at ensuring high
participation in the Learning Labs (Mediterranean, North Sea and Baltic sea regions) by targeted
aquaculture stakehodler. The campaign was carried out using AQUA-LIT and partners social
media channels, by developing targeted material (e.g. press release, save the date), presenting
in conferences and contacting relevant netrworks. The material developed for the campaing
was developed following AQUA-LIT visual identity. In September short video was created for
Instagram and Twitter account, with a perpose of promoting the three Learning Labs. After the
post announcemnts, every Learning Lab was promoted separately. Every important Learning
Lab post was pinned, moved to the top of the page, to increase the visibility. The Mediterranean
Learning Lab was promoted on Spanish, to attract the target audience. Posts reminding the
audience to register to the Learning Labs were periodically shared (e.g.
https://www.facebook.com/AQUALITproject/photos/a.617544282010635/799323967165998
/?type=3&theater)

Target groups:

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
funding programme under grant agreement
EASME/EMFF/2017/1.2.1.12/52/04/512.789391.


https://aqua-lit.eu/mediterranean-sea-learning-lab
https://aqua-lit.eu/north-sea-learning-lab
https://aqua-lit.eu/baltic-sea-learning-lab
https://www.facebook.com/AQUALITproject/photos/a.617544282010635/799323967165998/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AQUALITproject/photos/a.617544282010635/799323967165998/?type=3&theater

For Whom? Everyone along the aquaculture chain

Secondary

Primary Wholesalers Transporters
processors PIOces0rs
5 S : :
H : : H
H . 4 s H
cossned 2 : H ' .
................ porrserisnsssarevrsgrasrvensssdeeesersrepevnnnsendurnnssssesfnsaseaenes
: H . H .
: : s : :
H H - H
Aquaculture = . Consumers
farmer Traders Dealers Distributors Retailers

Figure 8: Learning Lab target audience

Main content conveyed: what are the Learning Labs, objectives of the discussions, topics to be
discussed, key expected outputs. benefits for participants, expected timing and location of
Learning labs editions.

Channels:

» AQUA-LIT social media — Facebook, LinkedIn, Tweeter, Instagram
High visually and appealing posts were dissemination through AQUA-LIT social media
channels, and re-posted by parterns. The posts were announcing the coming soon
Learnin Labs in the three sea basins, inviting the audience to keep updated about the
leatest updates on date and location.
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~ SAVE THE DATE!

AQUA-LIT

How can the aquaculture sector
contribute to reducing marine litter?

ganised to co-d
tackle marine litter

If you are a stakeholder from the Mediten: an,
North Sea or Baltic Sea, register to participate!

Link:
https://www.facebook.com/AQUALITproject/photos/a.617544282010635/732123987
219330/?type=3&theater
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November 26th, 2019 from 9.00-14.00h
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How can the aquaculture sector
contribute to reducing marine litter?

worksh ar by the Flanders Marine Institute
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Figure 9: Promotion of Learning Labs in AQUA-LIT and partners social medai channels

» AQUA-LIT newsletter
A dedicated article about the Learning Lab was sent out through AQUA-LIT newsletter,
together with the Learning Lab press release (see below).
(https://aqua-lit.eu/articles/9/learning-
labs?utm campaign=AQLNL&utm source=&utm medium=e-mail)
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» AQUA-LIT website blogpost
A blogpost on announcment of AQUA-LIT Learning Labs was posted on the project
website (https://aqua-lit.eu/news/26/it-s-time-to-engage) and partners website
(http://www.vliz.be/nl/event/2019-aqua-lit-north-sea-learning-lab)

IT'S TIME TO ENCAGE!

Autumn is arriving soon and so the AQUA-LIT Learning Labs!

-~ SAVE THE DATE!

How can the aquaculture sector
contribute to reducing marine litter?

If you are a stakeholder from the Mediterranean,
North Sea or Baltic Sea, register to participate!

~
AQUA-LIT Leamning labs are three interactive workshops that will bring together all range of stakeholders from the aquaculture sector for discussing and o8
:Lanks‘:%rruiqn“gaoi :S\\:ilons ‘and methodologies for tackling marine litter. Each Learning Lab will focus respectively on the Mediterranean Sea, North Sea o
Figure 10: Learnign Lab blogpost on AQUA-LIT website
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Figure 11: Learning Lab promotion on VLIZ website
» Personal contact
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Some of the most relevant entities and networks were personally contacted and invited
to the coming soon Learning Lab, and to send the invitaiton among their network.
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AQUA-LIT's Virtual Learning Lab

February 14th, 2020, 10:00-14:00 CET

/e/aqua-lit-virtuallearning-lab-ticket:

AQUA-LIT, an EMFF co-funded project, is working on finding solutions and measures for preventing, reducing, removing and recycling
marine litter coming from the aquaculture sector in the Mediterranean Sea, North Sea and Baltic Sea regions.

To achieve this, the project aims at working hand in hand with the aquaculture sector to co-develop a mutually valued toolbox of
preventive measures for averting the discard of litter in the marine environment. The AQUA-LIT Virtual Learning Lab is thus, an
interactive workshop that will assemble stakeholders from the aguaculture sector to encourage knowledge sharing and co-creation
of possible solutions, which could become exemplary and point out the path for other sectors.

We are therefore pleased to invite you to AQUA-LIT's Virtual Learning Lab as we strongly believe that as an aquaculture stakeholder,
your active engagement and valuable feedback are essential to shape the best strategy to prevent, reduce and recycle the aguaculture
non-organic litter in the European sea basins.

For further information please visit hitps://aqua-lit.eu/virtual-learing-lab where you can check the agenda and register for free to the
event at the Eventbrite page.

We very much look forward to seeing you on board!

Figure 12: Invitation of the LLs sent to the stakeholders

» Conferences
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During the Learning Lab campaing, the AQUA-LIT partner VLIZ was invited to share the
first outcomes of the project in two revelant events: Aquaculture Advisory Council (AAC)
general assembly (https://aqua-lit.eu/news/28/presentation-of-first-aqua-lit-results-

to-the-agquaculture-advisory-council-aac), and the Seagriculture 2019 (https://aqua-
lit.eu/news/29/aqua-lit-at-the-seagriculture-2019). Learning Lab were presented and
promoted to the audience.

PRESENTATION OF FIRST AQUA-LIT RESULTS TO THE
AQUACULTURE ADVISORY COUNCIL (AAC)

AQUA-LIT team joined again the Aquaculture Advisory Council (AAC) on the 10 of September during the AAC General Assembly held
in Brussel.

Showall X
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Figure 13: VLIZ presenting AUQA-LIT results and promoting Learning Labs

Material:

» Press release
A press release of Learnign Lab promotion, description, expected outcomes and
activities was dissseminated through the AQUA-LIT newsletter (mentioned above).

I p—

How Can the Aquaculture Sector Contribute
to Reducing Marine Litter?

il b hallenges for the AQUA-LIT project team

Figure 14: Learnign Lab press release
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https://aqua-lit.eu/assets/content/press_release9.pdf

» Short video
In order to give to social media posts an appealing look, small short video for promoting
the Learning Lab was developed, and posted in the AQUA-LIT social media channels.

> Save the date

v NAseguire | A Partina ST oo mensa
Paginas re

Afinet - Agroforestry
, b Gosto

INDICIT Project

AQUA-LIT project b Gosto

Pig Plastics Recyclors E...

Join our
Learning Labs!

Figure 15: AQUA-LIT Learning Lab promotion short video

Save the date digital posters were designed and spread among AQUA-LIT social media
channels to promote each of the Learning Labs.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s EASME-EMFF
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2238935129548881

SAVE
THE
DATE!

THE
DATE!

How can the aquaculture sector
o Cart thie moumcotae e contribute te reducing marine litter?
contribute to reducing marine litter?

SAVE ~7 .. :
THE 3 Mediterranean

L i
DATE! ;
How can the aquaculture sector La
contribute to reducing marine litter?

AQUA-LIT

¢Como puede el sector de acuacultura
ayudar a reducir la basura marina?
November 26th, 2013 from 9.00-14.00h

shop organizado por ¢l Inst
Conference Hall, YLIZ, ¥andelaarkaai 7, 8400 Ostend, Belgium

de Febrero del 2020 en Val

Figure 16:Learning Lab Save the date poster

Each Learning Lab (Baltic, North and Mediterranean sea) was then widely promoted through
social media channels, personal invitation, conferences and networking.
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3. Public outreach

General public outreach has been always ensured by regular posting on social media of
interesting and appealing news and facts, together with project updates and activities. The aim
to invovle the general public with information about the ocean and its issues, aquaculture
practices, ways of decreasing marine litter and the importance of understanding the problem.
Information are written in a easy and informative way, in order to reach also the general public.

‘/J aqualit.project « Volgen

@ Did you know that every second
breath you take comes from the
ocean? The ocean, coastal areas and
their ecosystems are not only a huge
reservoir of #biodiversity, but also
provide valuable services for humans.
The @ #fisheries and #aquaculture
sector, for example, supports the
livelihoods of 10-12% of the @
world’s population.

Q Stay tuned as this week we will be

sharing more info on COP25! i@
Photo credit @mganeolsen
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@ aqualit.project = Volgen

g ‘ Q aqualit.project & #ClimateChange is

\‘ = -t the most important challenge of this

century!

Y% Europe has a goal: Becoming the
world’s first climate-neutral continent
by 2050! @europeancommission
presented the European #GreenDeal,
the most ambitious package of
measures that should enable
European citizens and businesses to
benefit from #sustainable green
transition.

@ It will cut #emissions while also
creating jobs and improving our
quality of life! Above all, the European
Green Deal sets a path for a transition
that is just and socially fair. It is
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Figure 17: example of informative AQUA-LIT posts on Instagram

AQUA-LIT website is alsways updated with relevant news and activities not only AQUA-LIT
related but also about other projects, initiatives and events. Resources and outcomes from the
project are available in the website in an user friendly format, to facilitate any kind of user to
navigate and have access to results.
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Online Inventory
As for our online versions, you can look into our Marine Litter Inventory by accessing the menu below this page and look for the information by region or country, by
type of item, or access the full table. This long spreadsheet contains all the information available and you can filter the results by material, sea basin, country, item

observed, etc

We hope you find it usefull

EXPLORE BY EXPLORE LITTER VIEW

SEARCH BY
SEA BASINS GEOGRAPHICALLY ONLINE TABLE

TYPES OF LITTER

Figure 18: online AQUA-LIT Marine Litter inventory

4. What'’s next

Untill the end of the project, other two campaigns will need to be carried out:

- Tide agaist marine litter campaign, centred on the promotion and transferability of the
toolbox created for the aquaculture industry’s benefit

- Aquaculture stakeholders’ outreach campaign, through screening of all the projects
outcomes and identifying key messages and data to be promoted
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