
Preventive measures for averting the discarding of litter in the marine environment  from the aquaculture industry

Toolbox for Good Marine Litter 
Management in the Aquaculture 
Sector
SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES 



Why 
AQUA-LIT?
“There are no global estimates 
of the amount of plastic waste 
generated by the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector.”

FAO, technical paper 615, 2017

“Aquaculture is expected to 
be the sector that meets 
future demand for food, 
predicted to rise by 40 

percent by 2030”

The State of World Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 2018



AQUA-LIT thus aims at increasing the understanding, 
awareness and availability of solutions that tackle marine 
littering, so the increase on aquaculture production doesn’t 
imply an increase on marine littering.

Why AQUA-LIT?



Put simple
PRODUCTION

POLLUTION



Who?

GEONARDO • SME, Hungary

European Centre for Information on 
Marine Science and Technology • 
Non-profit organisation, Portugal

Flanders Marine Institute • 
Non-profit organisation, 
Belgium

sustainable projects 
GmbH • SME, Germany

Instituto Español de Oceanografía • 
Public body, Spain

Regional Fund for Science and 
Technology • Public body, Portugal

National Sea Centre in Boulogne-
sur-Mer • Local public 
enterprise, France



Where?

Mediterranean
Sea

North Sea

Baltic Sea
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What?



Regional maps on aquaculture litter
Sea basin maps generated for visualising information on 
the geographic position of aquaculture facilities, in 
combination with the quantitative data of aquaculture-
related litter. These maps are provided for the three sea 
basins and give an initial indication of the source-sink story 
of aquaculture-related litter, which are a useful tool for the 
various stakeholders and policy makers.

State of Play

Marine Litter inventory
A solid knowledge base on marine litter from aquaculture activities. This
database includes information on the main types of debris as well as the
quantities in which they occur in the marine environment, identifying
specific sources of marine littering coming from aquaculture activities.

https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu
https://aqua-lit.eu/resources/regional-maps-on-aquaculture-litter
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MARINE LITTER 
INVENTORY

https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu

https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu


State of Play

REGIONAL MAPS
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State of Play

Available policy tools 
and measures GLOBAL

EUROPE
NATIONAL

Overview of the global, regional, European and  
national  action  plans  and  documents  that  
contain  measures  to  reduce  or  avoid  
marine litter from the aquaculture sector

REGIONAL

https://aqua-lit.eu/assets/content/AQUA-LIT_D2.3_Available%20tools%20and%20measures.pdf


How?



Learning Labs
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Learning Labs



What? A toolbox against marine litter addressing:

Removal & 
Recycling

Monitoring & 
Quantification

Prevention & 
Reduction
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PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX



PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

o Boulogne-sur-mer
o Calais
o Dunkerque
o Rouen
o Le Havre
o Brest



Dunkerque

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

Domestic waste, food scraps, wood, paper, cardboard, glass, oil fliters, batteries, 
fluorecent tube, paint bucket, solvents, ashes, oil, polluted fuel, polluted waters

Type of waste

No information available

Is there a fee?

For liquid waste, the ship must get in touch with aprooved companies. The port 
doesn't directly manage liquid waste. For dangerous waste, the port must be 
advised. For medical waste, the ships must contact an aprooved company

Is there any limitation (e.g. forbidden type of waste)

Where can I find more information?
https://www.spd-calais.com/fr
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FUNDING OPPROTUNITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

EU-level National
level

Trans-regional

Grants & 
Investors



FUNDING OPPROTUNITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

Name Name of the 
mechanism/greant Type focus Geographical 

scope Link Target Description

SOA Ocean Solution Microgrants Grant 
Projects on sustainable use of 
the ocean International

https://www.so
alliance.org/lea
dership/ocean-
solutions-
microgrants?ut
m_campaign=O
cean%20Solutio
ns%20Microgra
nts%202020&ut
m_source=face
book&utm_me
dium=social Youth

The Ocean Solutions Microgrants program provides small grants to youth-led projects that support and promote the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and 
marine resources in accordance with United Nations SDG14.

Oceano Azul 

Applications open for 3rd 
Edition of Blue Bio Value 
Accelerator Grant

Projects and businesses linked 
to the sustainable blue 
bioeconomy International

https://www.oc
eanoazulfounda
tion.org/news/a
pplications-
open-for-3rd-
edition-of-blue-
bio-value-
accelerator/ Start Up 

Blue Horizon 
Ventures Investor Sustainable food system International https://www.bluehorizonventures.com/
Ocean14 Capital Investor Blue Economy International https://www.ocean14capital.com/

Blue Swell 
Incubato
r Blue Economy International

https://blueswell
.sea-ahead.com/ Start Up 

ZUG
Grant Programme against 
Marine Litter Grant Marine litter Germany

https://www.z-u-
g.org/en/respons
ibilities-and-
tasks/grant-
programme-
against-marine-
litter/ All

EEA Grant Small Grants Scheme #1 Grant Marine litter Portugal 

https://www.eea
grants.gov.pt/en/
programmes/env
ironment/calls/s
mall-grants-
scheme-1-
projects-to-
prevent-and-
raise-awareness-
to-reduce-
marine-litter/ All

AQUA SPARKS Investor 

sustainable aquaculture 
businesses (with focus also on 
marine litter) International

https://www.aqu
a-spark.nl/ small to medium enterprise

Katapult Ocean Investor 
sustainable aquaculture 
businesses International

https://katapulto
cean.com/

S
t
a
r
t 
U
p

https://www.soalliance.org/leadership/ocean-solutions-microgrants?utm_campaign=Ocean%20Solutions%20Microgrants%202020&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social
https://www.soalliance.org/leadership/ocean-solutions-microgrants?utm_campaign=Ocean%20Solutions%20Microgrants%202020&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social
https://www.oceanoazulfoundation.org/news/applications-open-for-3rd-edition-of-blue-bio-value-accelerator/
https://www.bluehorizonventures.com/
https://www.ocean14capital.com/
https://blueswell.sea-ahead.com/
https://www.z-u-g.org/en/responsibilities-and-tasks/grant-programme-against-marine-litter/
https://www.eeagrants.gov.pt/en/programmes/environment/calls/small-grants-scheme-1-projects-to-prevent-and-raise-awareness-to-reduce-marine-litter/
https://www.aqua-spark.nl/
https://katapultocean.com/
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TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

SUBMIT INFO
Would you like to submit info?

Register to the platform!

Name 

E-mail 

Affiliation 

Last name 



TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

SUBMIT INFO
In this section you can submit information that you couldn’t find in AQUA-LIT toolbox and that you believe it would be of 
use for other stakeholders.

Please select the category it belongs to and type the relevant information you have. Your submission will be reviewed by 
AQUA-LIT team and approve it before being uploaded. 

Thank you for contributing and helping tackle marine litter!

Solutions and measures

Support

Legalization

Responsibility

Knowledge

Prevention & Reduction

Category of measure

Type of measure



TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

SUBMIT INFO
In this section you can submit information that you couldn’t find in AQUA-LIT toolbox and that you believe it would be of use for other 
stakeholders.

Please select the category it belongs to and type the relevant information you have. Your submission will be reviewed by AQUA-LIT team and 
approve it before being uploaded. 

Thank you for contributing and helping tackle marine litter!

Solutions and measures

Prevention & Reduction

Shellfish

Type your solution here

Support

All sea basins

NEXT

Financial support

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Download the app



Visit at

www.aqua-lit.eu/toolbox



Thank you!

Co-funded by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

Contact: 

info@aqua-lit.eu / mariana.mata.lara@geonardo.com

mailto:info@aqua-lit.eu
mailto:mariana.mata.lara@geonardo.com
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