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Who?

GEONARDO • SME, Hungary

European Centre for Information on 
Marine Science and Technology • 
Non-profit organisation, Portugal

Flanders Marine Institute • 
Non-profit organisation, 
Belgium

sustainable projects 
GmbH • SME, Germany

Instituto Español de Oceanografía • 
Public body, Spain

Regional Fund for Science and 
Technology • Public body, Portugal

National Sea Centre in Boulogne-
sur-Mer • Local public 
enterprise, France



Why 
AQUA-LIT?
“There are no global estimates 
of the amount of plastic waste 
generated by the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector.”

FAO, technical paper 615, 2017

“Aquaculture is expected to 
be the sector that meets 
future demand for food, 
predicted to rise by 40 

percent by 2030”

The State of World Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 2018



AQUA-LIT thus aims at increasing the understanding, 

awareness and availability of solutions that tackle marine 

littering, so the increase on aquaculture production doesn’t 

imply an increase on marine littering.

Why AQUA-LIT?



Put simple
PRODUCTION

POLLUTION



Where?

Mediterranean
Sea

North Sea

Baltic Sea



Where?

Mediterrane
an Sea

North Sea

Baltic Sea



What?



Regional maps on aquaculture litter
Sea basin maps generated for visualising information on 
the geographic position of aquaculture facilities, in 
combination with the quantitative data of aquaculture-
related litter. These maps are provided for the three sea 
basins and give an initial indication of the source-sink story 
of aquaculture-related litter, which are a useful tool for the 
various stakeholders and policy makers.

State of Play

Marine Litter inventory
A solid knowledge base on marine litter from aquaculture activities. This
database includes information on the main types of debris as well as the
quantities in which they occur in the marine environment, identifying
specific sources of marine littering coming from aquaculture activities.

https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu
https://aqua-lit.eu/resources/regional-maps-on-aquaculture-litter
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https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu

https://aqua-lit.eu/marine-litter-inventory/menu
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Other general Comments:

- Most of the litter is made by plastic (more 

than 90%)

- Monitoring programs should be harmonized across regions 

and countries.

- The maps show data gaps in the different 

European basins



State of Play

Available policy tools 
and measures GLOBALGLOBAL

EUROPEEUROPE

NATIONALNATIONAL

Overview of the global, regional, European and  
national  action  plans  and  documents  that  
contain  measures  to  reduce  or  avoid  
marine litter from the aquaculture sector

REGIONALREGIONAL

https://aqua-lit.eu/assets/content/AQUA-LIT_D2.3_Available%20tools%20and%20measures.pdf


How?



Learning Labs
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Learning Labs





What? A toolbox against marine litter addressing:

Removal & 
Recycling

Monitoring & 
Quantification

Prevention & 
Reduction



For whom?

Aquaculture 
farmer

Primary 
processors

Traders

Wholesalers

Dealers

Secondary 
processors

Distributors

Transporters

Consumers
Retailers

Everyone along the aquaculture chain



TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER
TOOLBOX

PORT 
FACILITIES

SUBMIT 
INFORMATION

SOLUTIONS & 
MEASURES

MARINE LITTER 
INVENTORY

FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES

ACTION PLANS AND 
POLICY 

RECOMMENDATIONS

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox



For example, 



“Congrats once more on the superb toolkit and 
the app - it looks great and I am sure it will be 
useful, both for the regulators and industry”



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aqua-lit-toolbox/id1542596010
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PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

o Boulogne-sur-mer
o Calais
o Dunkerque
o Rouen
o Le Havre
o Brest



Dunkerque

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

Domestic waste, food scraps, wood, paper, cardboard, glass, oil fliters, batteries, 
fluorecent tube, paint bucket, solvents, ashes, oil, polluted fuel, polluted waters

Type of waste

No information available

Is there a fee?

For liquid waste, the ship must get in touch with aprooved companies. The port 
doesn't directly manage liquid waste. For dangerous waste, the port must be 
advised. For medical waste, the ships must contact an aprooved company

Is there any limitation (e.g. forbidden type of waste)

Where can I find more information?

https://www.spd-calais.com/fr
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

EU-level
National

level

Trans-regional

Grants & 
Investors



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

TIDE AGAINST MARINE LITTER TOOLBOX

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/funding-opportunities/category/2

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/funding-opportunities/category/2


`

Furthermore

Baltic Sea



A set of 58 important 
recommendations were developed 
to be considered by the aquaculture 
sector in the future. In addition, it 
was also possible to identify the 
eight main gaps to overcome the 
discarding of litter in the marine 
environment related to the 
aquaculture industry.

Policy recommendations

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/action-plans-and-
policy-recommendations

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/action-plans-and-policy-recommendations


Also, a summarized version of the full policy 
recommendations report was made through 
an infographic in order to make the 
engagement and digestion of information 
easier. 

Policy recommendations

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/action-plans-and-policy-recommendations

https://aqua-lit.eu/toolbox/action-plans-and-policy-recommendations


Example Policy 
Recommendations 

➢ FINANCIAL SUPPORT: 
Increase financial support to incentive the 
development and implementation of sustainable 
innovative design of materials and equipment, 
waste collection services, and recycling initiatives; 

➢ MONITORING SUPPORT:
Develop guidelines for monitoring programmes 
based on the Life Cycle Analysis of the materials 
and the infrastructures put in place.

➢ SUPPORT WASTE MANAGEMENT
Establish waste collection points for aquaculture 
gear disposal in the port reception facilities and 
promote upcycling process and incentivise recycling 
and upcycling 



➢ SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION AND 
COLLABORATION

Increase communication on good practices, 
environmental awareness among stakeholders, and 
clean up initiatives. 

➢ LICESING:
Include information on quality standards of 
materials, technical studies, and waste 
management plans in the license application 
processes

➢ REGULATIONS:
Create a specific European/sectorial Single-Use-
Plastic regulation and Extended Producer 
Responsibility scheme regulation for fisheries and 
aquaculture



➢ RESPONSIBILITY
Identify the role and responsibility of all the 
stakeholders involved in the waste management 
process and financial incentives to companies 
with good waste management 

➢ HARMONISATION:
Harmonise certification systems, including waste 
management plans

➢ KNOWLEDGE:
Increase knowledge related to the aquaculture 
marine debris and, to improve and increase the 
current marine debris data quantification and 
methodologies

➢ INNOVATION:
Incentivise research and implementation of new 
sustainable innovations 
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Transferability

A webinar in Spanish was carried 
out targeting the Canary islands 
and its aquaculture context.  

A series of webinars were created to 
pass our tools and resources useful 
for other regions that were not the 
focus of the project. 

Another one was 
carried out in 
Portuguese for the 
Azores islands and 
continental Portugal. 

And one last one in 
English for all other 
regions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOko9spTNgM&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWRyKtJfW8A&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_z8UavUeZ0
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Exploitation plan

Describes how five of the main results of AQUA-LIT can be exploited or 
further developed after the termination of the project. Being these 
results:

1. Learning Lab methodology 

2. the Toolbox “Tide Against Marine Litter”

3. Review of Players at Play

4. Compendium of Available Tools and Measures, and 

5. The Marine Litter Inventory)

The plan can be consulted at https://aqua-lit.eu/resources/deliverables

https://aqua-lit.eu/resources/deliverables


AQUA-LIT’s summary of 
activities 





FIND OUT MORE!

www.aqua-lit.eu



Follow us

Co-funded by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

Subscribe to our newsletter!


